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Sir: 

We, Jukka Hartikka, Jennifer Meek, and Marston Manthorpe, hereby declare and 
state as follows: 

1 . We are three of the four named inventors of the captioned application. 

2. We, together with V. Bozoukova, D. Jones, R. Mahajan, M.K. Wloch, M. 
Sawdey, C. Buchner, L. Sukhu, K.M. Barnhart, A.M. Abai, and N. Shen, co-authored the 
paper entitled "Sodium phosphate enhances plasmid DNA expression in vivo" published in 
Gene Therapy 7: 1171-1182 (2000) ("Hartikka et a/.,")> which has been cited by the 
Examiner in the captioned application as allegedly teaching or suggesting the "salt" element 
required in the pending claims. 

3. The contributions of the named authors of the paper are as follows: 

4. V. Bozoukova is employed in the Department of Cell Biology at Vical 
Incorporated. While under the direction of J. Hartikka, this individual carried out the 


